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shame that this could not have come to 
fruition in time for Otto Warmbier’s 
safe release. 

Let us hope that, with the forth-
coming talks between the United 
States and North Korea, much more 
progress will be made. 

f 

GODSPEED, CHARLIE DENT 

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 
we say farewell to a colleague and good 
friend, CHARLIE DENT, a dedicated pub-
lic servant who served in the Pennsyl-
vania House for 8 years, the Pennsyl-
vania Senate for 6, and 14 years in the 
United States Congress. 

Again, a dedicated public servant. He 
is smart. He is tough. He is hard-
working. He has a great sense of 
humor. But, most importantly, he has 
been a voice of reason here in the 
House of Representatives. He has 
worked extremely hard to represent 
the people of the 15th District over 
those past 14 years and done it with 
great honor and integrity. 

As Charlie leaves the House today, I 
say to my good friend: Chuck, we are 
going to miss you. Godspeed. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUB-
LIC—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
(H. DOC. NO. 115–123) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, with respect 
to the Central African Republic, is to 
continue in effect beyond May 12, 2018. 

The situation in and in relation to 
the Central African Republic, which 
has been marked by a breakdown of 
law and order, intersectarian tension, 
widespread violence and atrocities, and 
the pervasive, often forced recruitment 
and use of child soldiers, threatens the 
peace, security, or stability of the Cen-
tral African Republic and the neigh-
boring states, and continues to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 

the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Therefore, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency with 
respect to the Central African Republic 
declared in Executive Order 13667. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 10, 2018. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
AND ADJOURNMENT FROM FRI-
DAY, MAY 11, 2018, TO TUESDAY, 
MAY 15, 2018 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 11 
a.m. tomorrow; and further, when the 
House adjourns on that day, it adjourn 
to meet on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, when 
it shall convene at noon for morning- 
hour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative 
business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR THE COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS TO HAVE 
UNTIL 6 P.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 
11, 2018, TO FILE PRIVILEGED RE-
PORTS 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Appropriations have until 6 p.m. on 
Friday, May 11, 2018, to file privileged 
reports to accompany measures mak-
ing appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE CONGRESS 
AND THANK YOU TO MY CON-
STITUENTS IN THE 15TH DIS-
TRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. DENT) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to give notice of my intent to resign 
from the United States House of Rep-
resentatives on May 12 and to share a 
few words with my fellow Members and 
the American people. 

It has truly been an honor and privi-
lege to serve the people of Pennsylva-
nia’s 15th District, and I am proud of 
my time in Congress. I believe that I 
have made a difference and improved 
the lives of the constituents whom I 
have served in Pennsylvania: from 
serving on the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee and the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, which 
is being very ably led by my good 
friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER)—and his term is also coming to 

its end. I want to commend him and 
congratulate him on his dedicated serv-
ice all these years—and to my current 
role as a senior member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, chairing 
the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies; and as past chairman of 
the House Ethics Committee. 

And I was delighted for my good 
friend LINDA SÁNCHEZ, who just spoke a 
few moments ago, serving with her. 
She was a wonderful partner on that 
committee. So much of the staff, some 
of whom are here in the Chamber 
today, I was so thrilled to be able to 
have that opportunity to work with her 
and the staff, who are all so profes-
sional. 

I also had the opportunity to serve as 
co-chair of the Tuesday Group Caucus. 
I was very pleased with what we were 
able to accomplish in that role. And as 
a senior member of the Appropriations 
Committee, I fought to fulfill the basic 
functions of government, like keeping 
the government funded and preventing 
default on our Nation’s obligations. At 
times, that has not been easy. 

I see my good friend Mr. COLE is here, 
too. He has been a great appropriator, 
a great leader, and a great mentor to 
me. 

Unfortunately, due to disruptive po-
litical influences, increased polariza-
tion has led the Congress to becoming 
more paralyzed and unable to perform 
even our most basic and fundamental 
tasks. This phenomenon manifested 
itself most clearly during the 2013 Fed-
eral Government shutdown, but it con-
tinues today. 

This political polarization has led to 
a disturbing trend where fringe ele-
ments of both the far right and far left 
are emboldened and empowered. And 
while the bases of both political parties 
are well represented in Congress, the 
governing center has been under in-
creased pressure. 

Too many Republicans expect un-
questioning—blind, unquestioning— 
loyalty and obedience to President 
Trump, no matter how absurd or dis-
ruptive the comment or behavior. Con-
stitutional separation of powers is al-
most an alien concept, after relent-
lessly demanding Congress assert its 
Article I powers during the Obama 
years. 

On the other side, far too many 
Democrats offer unflinching resistance 
and opposition to President Trump, 
even if they agree with him on a given 
policy or position. 

Separation of political parties has re-
placed separation of powers as a guid-
ing, governing philosophy. This dy-
namic is simply not sustainable, and it 
is already having troubling con-
sequences. 

We have already seen a rise in the 
three-headed monster of isolationism, 
protectionism, and nativism. These are 
not qualities of a great nation. In fact, 
they dishonor the sacrifices and service 
of the Greatest Generation, who deliv-
ered both victory during World War II 
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and the farsighted, outward-looking, 
post-war, rules-based order that has 
brought unprecedented freedom and 
prosperity to America and its friends, 
allies, and partners. 

Furthermore, traditional democratic 
values—the rule of law, freedom of 
press, an independent judiciary—are 
under unprecedented attack through-
out much of the world. 

b 1245 
It is incumbent upon all of us to 

stand up and defend our way of life and 
our institutions. In Congress, we need 
to reestablish a strong, bipartisan gov-
erning center that will help restore 
order and stability to Washington and 
that will also help alleviate a lot of 
concerns throughout the country. 

To be sure, there are a number of 
Members working towards that goal: 
the members of the Tuesday Group, Re-
publican Main Street Partnership, the 
Blue Dogs, New Democrats, Problem 
Solvers Caucus, and there are others. 
Many of these Members understand 
that consensus and compromise are not 
capitulation or surrender but, instead, 
are essential to a functioning republic. 

We need to pursue real fiscal reform, 
both on the mandatory side and the 
revenue side of the ledger. We need a 
Simpson-Bowles 2.0, with teeth; and re-
forms must be bipartisan to ensure 
they are both durable and sustainable, 
which we know won’t happen on a par-
tisan basis. 

Additionally, we need to address 
other challenges, such as how to in-
crease access to and affordability for 
our Nation’s healthcare system, ex-
panding educational opportunities for 
our children and our grandchildren, 
and making needed improvements to 
our infrastructure like so many around 
here are dedicated to, especially my 
friend Chairman SHUSTER. 

The administration must realize that 
America has to honor its agreements if 
we ever hope to enter into new ones. 
We simply cannot walk away from 
American commitments, even ones we 
may have voted against or disagreed 
with, if we expect to continue to build 
new coalitions and enter into new 
agreements. 

Instead, we should double down on 
the multilateral rules-based order, 
whatever the flaws, that America 
worked so hard to establish after World 
War II by defending the institutions, 
alliances, and partnerships we estab-
lished or helped establish: NATO, Euro-
pean unity, and, yes, a global trade re-
gime through which we have advanced 
America’s economic, security, and 
strategic interests. 

We should look at ways to open new 
markets and expand new opportunities 
that unleash the power and benefits of 
the American free enterprise system. 
All of us, Republicans and Democrats, 
need to work together to move Amer-
ica forward as friends and partners who 
share values, ideals, and common inter-
ests. 

Whether confronting a revanchist, 
aggressive Russia; a terrorist, theo-

cratic Iranian regime; or China’s mer-
cantilist policies, success can only be 
achieved by finding strength in unity. 

And while I may be leaving the Halls 
of Congress, I am not retreating from 
the battlefield. Some of you may regret 
that. I intend to continue aggressively 
advocating for people and the policies 
of the sensible center. I hope to provide 
an even larger voice in favor of respon-
sible governance and hope to foster a 
strong center-right movement that em-
braces traditional conservative virtues 
of order, discipline, stability, measured 
statements, and incremental change— 
not the incendiary rhetoric, chaos, and 
dysfunction that we have, unfortu-
nately, grown accustomed to in recent 
years. Although my time in Congress is 
drawing to a close, I know that our Na-
tion’s future is bright. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thanks 
to all my friends and colleagues, again, 
some of whom are here today. I thank 
them all, my friends and colleagues not 
only here in the House, but also in the 
Senate, for their support, their guid-
ance, their wisdom, and their friend-
ship over the years. It is truly very 
meaningful to me, and I have been es-
pecially touched by some of the very 
nice things people have said and other 
tributes that have been paid to me. 

My wife said, after she heard a few of 
them, she is kind of waiting to meet 
this guy that they are all talking 
about. But seriously, I can’t thank you 
enough. 

I also want to give a special thank- 
you to all my staff, both past and 
present, for everything that they have 
done dutifully to serve our constitu-
ents in Pennsylvania and to my legisla-
tive and policy priorities. 

I should note, some of my staff are 
seated up in the gallery, past and 
present. I am not supposed to do that, 
but, hell, it is my last day, so I can do 
that. 

I just want to again thank the staff 
for their dedication and work, both my 
Washington and my district staff, who 
do a lot of work not just for me, but all 
of our staffs. They do a lot, and some-
times they take a lot of grief, and we 
don’t say thank you enough to them. 
But the bottom line is we could have 
never achieved as much as we did with-
out their dedication and their commit-
ment. 

And above all, thank you to the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania’s 15th Congres-
sional District for the trust they have 
shown in me time and again. I have al-
ways said I don’t know how many con-
stituents would allow their Member 
the amount of latitude they have given 
me to be somewhat of an independent 
voice here and say what I felt needed to 
be said. I really appreciated my con-
stituents allowing me to do that. I rec-
ognize in some districts that might not 
be case, so to them I say thank you 
again. After my family, representing 
them and carrying their voice to Wash-
ington has been the honor and joy of a 
lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker, I say thank you, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

A TRIBUTE TO SEAN PATRICK 
MURPHY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ESTES of Kansas). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 3, 2017, 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) for 30 min-
utes. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, the House is 
often described as a family, but it is a 
lot bigger than 435 Members. Our ex-
tended family, of course, includes the 
staff of the House and the staff of each 
and every Member; the Capitol Police 
who do such an extraordinary job of 
protecting all of us; the maintenance 
crews that make sure the facilities 
function, are open to the public; and, 
frankly, all those others who make the 
House of Representatives a very special 
place. 

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to report 
what many of you already know, the 
loss of a member of that extended fam-
ily, my longtime chief of staff, Sean 
Patrick Murphy. 

Sean has been a professional asso-
ciate and friend of mine for 19 years. 
He was my chief of staff for 11 years, 
and, frankly, we both believed he would 
be the last chief of staff I would ever 
have. 

Sean Patrick Murphy left us, unex-
pectedly, in February. He had based his 
life on three things: his faith, his fam-
ily, and his friends. 

Those people who were privileged to 
know Sean know that he was a very de-
vout Catholic, and his faith was not 
something that was casual to him. It 
was something that he lived each and 
every day and carried out in each and 
every relationship that he had. 

Nothing was more important after 
his faith than his family. Sean Murphy 
was the consummate husband and fa-
ther. He loved his family, and he lived 
a life of total dedication to them. 

His wife, Johannah, and his sons, 
Patrick, Peter, and Charlie, were fix-
tures that we all heard about in our of-
fice each and every day, particularly 
the boys because there would always be 
a funny story about what they hap-
pened to be doing at any given mo-
ment. Sean worked hard so Johannah 
could stay home and actually 
homeschool those three children, so 
they were an extraordinarily close 
group. 

And, finally, there were Sean’s 
friends. No one had more, no one, 
frankly, held his friends longer, and no 
one treasured them more than Sean. 
Because of that, if you happened to at-
tend his funeral, you saw over 2,000 
family and friends show up to remem-
ber this extraordinary man. 

As a person, Sean had all the wit, all 
the wisdom, all the decency of the 
Irish. He was a natural leader and a 
loyal colleague. People followed him 
because they trusted him. He was fair. 
He was decent. He was selfless. He al-
ways put others first. 

And if you sent spent a day with 
Sean Murphy, you were going to laugh. 
He made people laugh partly by laugh-
ing at himself. In all the years that I 
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